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1) Why do we give homework?
· To revise what the child learns during the day.
· It provides a link between the school and the home
· To aids your child’s concentration skills and develops a work ethic
· Children are expected to do their homework as well as they can. This will vary from child to child.
2) How often is homework given?
· Homework is given on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays but not on Fridays.  However, if homework has been neglected during the week, it may have to be completed at the weekend.
· Sometimes children are given “homework off” as an acknowledgment of some special occasion or effort. A child whose birthday falls on Monday to Thursday may be given that night off homework. Children with birthdays that fall on days when there is no homework will not have any extra homework day off. Each teacher is free to operate a “homework pass” system to promote good practices within his/her classroom.
· Children who are chosen to participate in school outings (sports, quizzes, drama, etc) should not use those as reasons not to complete their homework.
3) What is given as homework?
· Homework will contain a balance between reading tasks, learning tasks and written tasks.
· This balance will differ from class to class and from day to day but it will be regular in each individual class.
· Reading and learning homework is just as important as the written homework
4) How much time?
The following are guidelines for time spent at homework at the various class levels
Naíonáin Bheaga         Up to 10 minutes
Naíonáin Mhóra          Up to 15 minutes
Rang 1                         Up to 25 minutes
Rang 2                         Up to 30 minutes
Rang 3                         Up to 35 minutes
Rang 4                         Up to 40 minutes
Rang 5                         Up to 60 minutes
Rang 6                         Up to 60 minutes
 
The amount of time spent on homework will vary from child to child and from night to night. The main thing is that the work is done as well as your child can do it. He/she should not spend more than the guide times on a regular basis nor should the work be completed too quickly either.
5) How to help with homework
· The best help you can give your child is to provide him/her with a suitable place in which to do homework. This place should be quiet and free from distractions such as television, radio or other (distracting) children. A table and chair is important, as written homework should not be done on the floor or on the knees. It is best to do all the homework in one sitting.
· Your child should be able to do the work on his/her own (with guidance in Junior classes or for shared reading activities). If he/she has difficulty with homework, you should help the child to overcome the difficulty with further explanation or examples, but not by actually doing the homework for the child.  If your child still has difficulties you should write a note to the teacher explaining the problem.
· If your child has done his/her best and is still not finished the homework in the time suggested for the class level, give a short amount of extra time to finish. Then sign the homework diary, with a note of the time taken, saying that the homework was not finished. Your child should not spend more than the recommended time on homework on a regular basis.
· Sign the homework diary when you have seen that the work is done. A signature without checking the work is done is a pointless exercise. The homework diary is a useful method of communication with the teacher. Notes from school (eg Nuachtlitir) will be put in the homework diary.
6) An Múinteoir and homework
· Teachers will usually check the homework every day. For subjects that are not done every day, the homework will be corrected the next time that subject is covered in class.
· Na múinteoirí understand that each home is different and that there will be times (eg a bereavement) when it is not possible to do the homework at all. Please advise the múinteoir of such situations.
· If your child will be away from school, please do not ask the múinteoir to set homework for him/her. Homework relates directly to the work done in class. Some reading could be done informally, should you wish to do so.
· If your child is absent the múinteoir will not expect homework from him/her. A child who is ill should rest and recover.
7) When should homework be done?
Every child is different. Some prefer to do their homework straight after school while others prefer to wait until later. The main thing is that the work is done consistently and at a regular time. Of course, homework should never be done in the morning.
Homework should not be a stressful experience between parent and child. If it is, there is a problem. Should this happen on a regular basis, please contact the class teacher and together we will tackle it. The primary concern is the education of your child.
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