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Introductory Statement and Rationale. 
This policy was formulated by the staff of Craughwell National School during 2018-19. The policy is based on advice and information provided in the Primary Curriculum, the NCCA Website, the NCCA booklet Assessment in the Primary School Curriculum – Guidelines for Schools and Circular 0138/2006.
Relationship to characteristic spirit of the school 
Assessment activities used in this school will contribute to pupil learning and development by gathering relevant information to guide each pupil’s further learning (assessment for learning) and by providing information on each pupils achievement at a particular point in time (assessment of learning). 
Aims of our Assessment Policy
· To benefit pupil learning 
· To monitor learning processes 
· To generate baseline data that can be used to monitor achievement over time 
· To involve parents and pupils in identifying and managing learning strengths or difficulties 
· To assist teachers’ long and short term planning 
· To assist teachers in the reporting of children’s’ strengths and weaknesses to parents.
· To coordinate assessment procedures on a whole school basis. 


Purposes of Assessment: 
· To inform planning for all areas of the curriculum 
· To gather and interpret data at class/whole school level and in relation to national norms
· To identify the particular learning needs of pupils/groups of pupils including the exceptionally able
· To enable teachers to modify their programmes and their teaching methodologies in order to ensure that the particular learning needs of individual pupils/groups are being addressed
· To contribute to the school strategy for prevention of Learning Difficulties
· To enable teachers to monitor their own approaches and methodologies.
· To monitor pupils’ progress and attainment 
· To facilitate communication between parents and teachers about pupils’ development, progress and learning needs 
· To facilitate the active involvement of pupils in the assessment of their own work.
The Policy Content 
The purpose of Assessment 
In line with the NCCA, our staff believes that assessment is integral to teaching, learning, children’s’ progress and achievement. It involves gathering information to build up a picture of a child’s progress and to understand how each child is progressing at school and using that information to further a child’s learning. It is about how the child learns and what he/she learns. 

The two principal approaches to assessment are:

Assessment for Learning (AfL) 
Assessment for learning seeks to identify the next steps needed to make progress. It takes into consideration pupil’s strengths and weaknesses. It enables continuous reflection on what pupils know and what they need to learn next. It also promotes immediate intervention and enables teachers to link judgements to learner intentions.
Assessment of Learning (AoL). 
Assessment of Learning provides a summary judgement of what has been learned at a particular point in time. Standardised Tests compare children to externally agreed criteria and standards. It identifies gaps in pupil’s knowledge and understanding. 
These interrelated and complementary approaches emphasise two aspects of assessment that are central to the work of teachers in our school. The teacher uses evidence on an on-going basis to inform teaching and learning (AfL). The teacher records the  children’s progress and achievement for the purpose of reporting to parents, teachers  and other relevant persons (AoL).

Methods of Assessment 
The following methods of assessment are used in Craughwell National School: 
Assessment for learning include: 
Teacher Observation, 
Conferencing, 
Self-assessment, 
Concept Mapping, 
Questioning, 
KWL (What I Know, what I Want to know, what I have Learned) 
Portfolio assessment, Work Samples 
Learner ID (3rd Class)
Homework assignments 
Parental feedback or observations 
Teacher designed Tasks and Tests, 
Standardised Testing and Diagnostic Testing. 

Assessment of learning include: 
The strategies above 
Standardised tests 
Diagnostic tests 
Psychological assessments 
These assessment methods demonstrate the diversity of assessment methods available and in use in our school. They include methods which are teacher led (standardised testing) and child- led (self-assessment). All curricular areas are assessed using appropriate methods. 

Assessment in the Early Years 
Assessment in the early years is both informal and formal. It is a natural part of teachers’ interaction with children. Much assessment takes place through observation of the child and active listening to the children in a variety of learning situations. Because the early years provide the foundation for subsequent learning it is important to identify children who experience learning difficulties as soon as possible. To facilitate this, Craughwell NS implement a screening policy in May/ June of Junior Infants. 
The BIAP Test is administered to a number of children in Junior Infants who have come to the attention of the class teacher. Screening involves the administration of the test and together with teacher observation gives a more accurate assessment of the child’s strengths and needs. The test results are used to direct teaching resources and early intervention programmes in the form of learning support. Results may be communicated to parents and filed in the school file (see below). 
In Senior Infants after the child has completed five consecutive terms in school the MIST TEST is administered. This takes place in March/ April. This also facilitates the early identification of learning difficulties and allows for effective communication with the child’s parents. Early intervention enables the teacher to organise appropriate supports based on the Staged Model of Intervention (National Educational Psychological Service) Test results are retained in the Learning Support room. Parents may be informed of the overall performance of the test at the parent teacher meeting. When test results show that further work is needed, a support file is opened and the child/children concerned may be referred on for learning support. This will happen after consultation with the Principal, class teacher, parents/guardians and the SEN team. 
Drumcondra Test of Early Literacy

Assessment in the middle and senior years 
In the middle and senior classes standardised testing takes place annually in literacy and numeracy. The Drumcondra Maths and English tests are administered in May/June in classes from 1st -6th. Class teachers administer and correct standardised tests. The teacher follows the procedures for testing as outlined in the test manual to preserve the validity and reliability of test. The results are analysed for allocation of resources. 
NNRIT  (New Non Reading Intelligence Test) is administered to the children in 2nd and 4th classes.
    
Diagnostic Assessment
The following diagnostic instruments are used in Craughwell NS: 
Neale Analysis of Reading Ability
PM Benchmarking-Assesses students instructional easy reading levels
Reading Recovery Tests (An Observational Survey)
DPST (Drumcondra Primary Spelling Test)
DTEL-S (Drumcondra Test of Early Literacy)
Maths  Recovery Assessment
Boehm 3 (Language Concept Assessment)
Ballard Westwood timed Arithmetic Test
Primary Assessment Toolkit (Language)
Belfield Infant Assessment (Bernadette McHugh) 
Middle Infant Screening Test (Nfer Nelson) 
The Aston Index  
Jackson Phonics
Dolch 200 list McNally
Folens  Mathemagic Term Tests for several classes levels
Planet Maths Tests
WIAT  III  T (Wechsler Individual Achievement Test)
Teacher designed tasks and tests
Psychological Assessment 
If stages 1 and 2 of the Continuum of Support fail to deliver adequate intervention, a psychological assessment may be sought to determine the subsequent level of intervention. National Educational Psychological Services (NEPS) provide a limited number of assessments for schools.
Recording Information 
In accordance with the requirement of the Education Act (1998) Craughwell National School creates and maintains individual records of children’s’ learning while attending school. Information is recorded and stored in written (hard copy) and electronic form on computer. Standardised test scores and results are recorded on standard forms as well as electronically on computer. Results of previous years are held on file. 
Records are maintained by the school in the following ways: 
· The teacher’s day to day records 
· The class assessment file 
· The pupil file (office and learning support/resource) 
· Report card (parent teacher meetings) with explanation sheet 
· On line files
Success Criteria
· A range of informal and formal assessment modes are used to place assessment as an integral part of teaching and learning.
· Procedures run smoothly and efficiently because there is clarity about what is
expected and who is responsible for different aspects.
· Transfer of information from class teacher to class teacher happens efficiently at the beginning/end of school year.

Sharing Information 
The Data Protection (Amendment) Act (2003) establishes parents’ rights to regular information on the progress and achievement of their children under the Education Act. The Act entitles the parents of students under the age of eighteen (and students themselves when aged eighteen or older) to access all personal data relating to these students, whether stored in any electronic form or in hard and/or manual copy in a structured filing system in the school. (Any assessment information or personal data recorded by the school, including both formal school records and less formal records, whether in automated or manual form, comes under the terms of this Act.) To comply with the legislation, it is policy to make all records available to parents by request. 
Formal assessment results are reported to parents formally yearly 
 (1) In written form, on the school report 
Legislation also requires our school to report assessment information when requested to other teachers, other schools. The school is also obliged to share assessment information with other individuals who are involved in the child’s education. These include DES inspectors, National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) psychologists, Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), and Education Welfare Officers, as well as other professionals such as speech and language therapists and occupational therapists. In addition, assessment information on an individual child may be provided to another school, primary or post-primary, to which the child is transferring. Permission from parents/guardians is requested for some transferral of information.



 Storing Information 
Information can be accessed in the school in a number of locations. Pupil records are stored in their current classroom, securely in locked filing cabinets. Formal assessment results are filed in the Learning support room.  Information stored on computers is password protected so that there is restricted access to it. Back-ups of the information have been created, clearly labelled, and stored safely. 
Children can request assessment information for a number of years after they leave schools. Please see attached appendix. The school is required to store the information safely to facilitate access to it by former pupils at any stage until their twenty-first birthday. The assessment information could be requested of schools under the Data Protection (Amendment) Act (2003)
Staff Roles and Responsibility for the policy 
The Board of Management of Craughwell National School hold ultimate responsibility for the policy. It is implemented by the Principal. The Principal, Class Teachers and Support Teachers assume shared responsibility. It is the responsibility of the class teacher to set in train staged interventions at class level. At Stage 2, the responsibilities are shared with the Support Team. The Principal is involved at all stages of the continuum of support and assumes a primary role at Stage 3 when a Psychological Assessment may be required. Parents have a role at all stages and the lines of communication must be always kept open. 
Implementation and Ratification 
This policy will be fully implemented by Craughwell NS. 
This policy was ratified by the Board of Management on 3/4/19. 
Signed: 
Cormac O’Brien Date: 3/4/19
